
National Attendance and Absence Codes 

Code Meaning  Statistical Value  

/ Present at school AM  Attending (Present) 

\ Present at school PM  Attending (Present)  

L Late arrival before register is closed  Attending (Present) 

   

K Attending Education provision arranged the LA (cannot be used where the 
provision arranged is online tuition – must use C code for these circumstances) 

Attending an approved 
educational activity 
(present) 

V Attending an Educational visit or trip  Attending an approved 
educational activity 
(present) 

P Participating in a Sporting Activity  
P code can only be used if the pupil is present at the activity  

Attending an approved 
educational activity 
(present) 

W Attending Work Experience  Attending an approved 
educational activity 
(present) 

B Attending any other approved Educational Activity (must be physically 
supervised by someone who the school have commissioned to educate the 
pupil – cannot be their parent). This code cannot be used for online tuition 

Attending an approved 
educational activity 
(present) 

D Dual Registered at another school  Not a possible attendance 
(neither present or absent) 

 

 

Q Unable to attend school because of lack of access arrangements (travel) Not a possible attendance  

Y1 Unable to attend due to transport normally provided not being available Not a possible attendance  

Y2 Unable to attend due to widespread travel disruption (e.g. train strikes)  Not a possible attendance 

Y3 Unable to attend due to part of the school premises being closed (e.g. 
RAAC) 

Not a possible attendance  

Y4 Unable to attend due to the whole school site being unexpectedly closed 
(e.g. burst water mains) 

Not a possible attendance  

Y5 Unable to attend as pupil is in criminal justice detention Not a possible attendance  

Y6 Unable to attend in accordance with public health guidance or law (e.g. 
Covid self-isolation, Strep-A) 

Not a possible attendance  

Y7 Unable to attend because of any other unavoidable cause Not a possible attendance  

 

C1 Leave of absence – performance or regulated employment abroad  Authorised absence 

M Leave of absence for Medical or dental Appointment  Authorised absence  

J1 Leave of absence for Interview  Authorised absence  

S Leave of absence for Studying for public examination  Authorised absence  

X Non – Compulsory School age pupil not required to attend school  Not a possible attendance  

C2 Leave of absence – compulsory school age pupil subject to part time / 
reduced timetable  

Authorised absence  

C Leave of absence for exceptional circumstances (includes online 
tuition/remote learning circumstances – whether arranged by the 
school/LA) 

Authorised absence  

T Parent travelling for occupational purposes  Authorised absence  

R Religious Observance Authorised absence 

I Illness (not medical appointment) Authorised absence  

E Suspended or Permanently excluded with no alternative provision made  Authorised absence  

G Leave of absence not granted by school  Unauthorised absence 

N Reason for absence not yet established Unauthorised absence  

O Absent in other or unknown circumstances Unauthorised absence 

U Arrived in school after registration closed Unauthorised absence 


