
Music Vocabulary Progression 

Key Stage 1 Lower Key Stage 2 Upper Key Stage 2 

Year 1 
Rhythm 

Pitch 
Beat  

Tempo 
Pulse 
Year 2 

Dynamics 
Tuned percussion 

Crotchets 
Quavers 

Crotchet rest 
 
 
 
 

Year 3 
Rhythm 

Pitch 
Beat 

Tempo 
Pulse 

Tuned percussion 
Crotchets 
Quavers 

Crotchet rest 
Rhythm 

Improvise 
Compose 

Untuned instruments 
Notation 

Stave 
Paired quavers 

Clef 
Year 4  

Texture 
Score 
Minim 

Year 5 and 6 
Pitch 
Beat 

Tempo 
Pulse 

Rhythm 
Improvise 
Compose 

Tuned instruments 
Untuned instruments 

Notation 
Stave 

Crotchets 
Quavers 

Crotchet rest 
Minim 

Paired quaver 
Clef 

Semi- quaver 
Semi breves 

Pentatonic scale 
Rounds 
Chorus 
Verse 

Dynamics 
Timbre 
Texture 

 

 


